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INDEPENDENT 


Stand aside from power blocs 


—FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


By Olwen Battersby 


_“If Britain is ultimately to reflect the democratic socialist 
lety, she must be independent—she must break with America 


id stand aside from both the two vast power blocs in the 


World, Then, and then only, can she play 2 creative constructive 


ul salads and 
Non-vegetaria® 


Tole in the world today.” 


RITAIN MUST BE 
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On-the-spot report from 


Montgomery, Alabama 


U.S, NEGROES IN 


MASS PROTEST 


From Dr. Homer A. Jack 


Montgomery, Alabama. 


AHATMA GANDHI IS WALKING THE STREETS OF THIS CITY OF THE 
I_LDEEP SOUTH. THERE ARE NO SPINNING WHEELS, NO GANDHI CAPS, 
NO COPIES OF HARIJAN, AND NO VICEROY, BUT IT IS A GANDHIAN MOVE. 


MENT JUST THE SAME. 


The Montgomery protest started—as 
all Gandhian campaigns have done— 
with a long-standing, just grievance. (It 
had overtones of the day in 1893 when 
Mohandas Gandhi himself faced segrega- 
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gold, silver | Yer of political groups in this country. 

ass, oren On tan have in the world two vast power blocs, Fenner Brockway 
and oa the inued, led by the two greatest material powers of the world, 
London, ve 


Wher, 


tivalry in policies which were bedevilling all that wi di 
x policies which were bedevilling a at was good in 
SRASMERE| the world, 
wesTMortan? 1 The Third Way conception meant a rejec- 


of both policies. 
. I see the Third Way as leading the world 
"0 the affirmation of principle, and challeng- 
R the expression of these principles,” 

ma the speaker. 

oe Was a quite extraordinary fact that the 
4 angelations of the Eastern and Western blocs, 
Of the nations which were uncommitted? 
theetther bloc, were almost exactly equal— 
. bro three Were 800 enon pork in ae we 
y Ten, 8TOups. The Thir ay did in fact 
V.C.A. Mem pPteven hal was a widely held attitude in 


ao) the 
7 “World today. 


fi The third group of nations 
E’ “ARM | the S0Fiated with India in this third group 
AN Neg) ‘ommitted nations—were Burma, Indo- 
MITED 3 the «and indeed all those territories outside 
) the, ‘OmMmunist sphere, which were gaining 
| «i2dependence. 
C any | tg hat I would like to emphasise is that 
e Goinp®™’) 8 attitude on the part of India is not 
ent that ptidental,” said the speaker. ’ 
4 the the great territories of Morocco, Algeria, 
r ASSOCIA N Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the 
COMPANY. Migar Uganda and the Arab countries of the 
dares Peon ® East—in all those countries where the 
8 adarcé*: ‘| ties had themselves fought for their racial 
ate, against foreign domination—there was 
h 199 oq lute refusal to become just the military 
Mare Powarfed stooge government of a Western 
ee The and an almost instinctive urge towards 
'td Way position. 
Third Way tendencies growing 


AYFAIR bron 28 yet another extraordinary fact that a 
5740 | Milne of peoples, having no material or 
— | Us 2'Y power—the Arab-Asian group in the 
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OPEN Nations—had, without help from the 
Fri Infly, OlOc, again and again on colonial issues, 

in. to Frh Iced United Nations policy. 
) a.m. to tayntia and the uncommitted nations were 
30 p.m. Ing the lead on all the great issues of 
d doy cacy and liberty. Other small nations, 
aturday Yet in association with the uncommitted 
)a.m, to ten» seeing this, were displaying similar 

.30 p.m. crencies. | h f he f 

$ | Of » © lay the one realistic hope for the future 
ed Sunday ing World, for these tendencies were grow- 
ID J. DEY Yong Ye were reaching a new climate in the 
tt ot Niger, (Fay: when the French policy in 
——aa bein » and the British policy in Cyprus were 

AANA Condemned the world over. 


boy tendencies could be seen within the 
/ Mina Party of this country. The ghastlv 
ang “€S of Seato and Meato (Bagdad Pact) 
abo %f recent colonial policy had brought 
‘) Whig, 2 Change of attitude on specific issues 
? _-jd ira “USt inevitably lead many toward a 
{ Sth-* if d Wa k 
stel_ Commill \ y outlook. P 
Ndependent philosophy needed 


Fang! Could be seen even morc clearly in 


Ma, The recent speech of M. Pineau was 
rice Comms "Ut 1 OMPplete statement of Third Way policy, 
London, y i a groping after a better quality of 

q? ‘i, - Clumsy feeling toward the conception 
—JULY | toy oulure break from the absolute domina- 
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‘ung; Present developments in the Soviet 
| Ment ted themselves and the significance of the 
| Mer communist Conference had yet to be 

Regie Od. They were in his view the ex- 
oth’ Rete Of something very much wider than 
Birmingh®™ 9\ (Rec, tactic of manoeuvre need. demand. 

: FP \ ing hog) lms which he had seen, made in 
i Ath— "hes ido’ akia, supporting the right of the 
ds are we thufenos to stand for truth as he saw it, were 

~ of this new liberalising clement in 
munist regime. 

Yhich ve that if that group of nations 

Ow, . Stand between, can work out their 
tha ;@dependent and positive philosophy, 
Policies itself will cause a revision of the 
3 TRemeet Within the two great power blocs 
Birmingh@™ § ipelllen gic he added. 

RO Rowe, Met, Chairman, drew attention to 
MAANANT of this “very young movement” 
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| THise were the words of Fenner Brockway, MP, addressing a 
Ty Meeting organised by the British Contact Committee of the 
‘ind Way Movement; a young movement to which is affiliated a 


© USA and the USSR, each possessing not only vast stores of 
Ments but also the hydrogen bomb. We had reached the stage 
€ total war could mean the total destruction of mankind. 

Not only did this power struggle mean material rivalry, but a 


Sybil Thorndike, Tippett 
and Curzon for PPU 


anniversary gathering 


BRITTEN AND PEARS 
MAY BE THERE TOO 


"THE Annual General Meeting of the 

Peace Pledge Union will take place at 
the Mary Ward Hall, Tavistock Place, 
London, W.C.1, on Saturday and Sunday, 
April 21 and 22. 


Every PPU Group is entitled to send a 
delegate, and individual members will be 
welcome, but admission is by ticket only. 
Applications for tickets, both for delegates and 
individual members (ls. each) should reach 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1, as soon as possible. 

There will be two main sessions on Saturday, 
from 2 pm. to 5 p.m. and 6.30 pm. to 
8.30 p.m. Tea will be provided in the Hall 
during the interval for those who purchase a 
ticket (2s.) beforehand. 

The ordinary business of the PPU will be 
taken during these two sessions and will in- 
clude a proposal to amend the constitution by 
increasing the number of elected members on 
National Council, and also a full discussion on 
the use to be made of the legacy received 
under the will of the late Lord Arnold. 


Brockway opening discussion 


The AGM will continue on Sunday, from 
10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. 

The morning will open with an “ Any 
Questions ” session providing an opportunity 
to discuss current affairs and future activi- 
ties of the PPU, after which two policy 
motions will be taken. 

After lunch, Fenner Brockway, MP, will 
speak on “Why I am not a Pacifist,” and 
questions and discussion will follow. 

The AGM will close with an opportunity for 
any emergency resolution and with an address 
by the National Chairman. 

On the evening before the AGM, Friday, 
April 20, a special 21st Anniversary Gathering 
will be held at Friends House, Euston Rd. 

Michael Tippett will preside, and the pro- 
gramme will include dramatic recitals by 
Dame Sybil Thorndike and Sir Lewis 
Casson (who will just be back from their 
world tour) and piano solos by Clifford 
Curzon. 

Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears will 
also take part if, as they hope, they are 
back in time from their world tour, 

The Gathering is intended for members of 
the PPU and their friends. Admission will be 
by ticket, price 2s. 6d., which can be obtained 
in advance from Dick Sheppard House or at 
the doors on the evening of April 20. 


Next week : The Easter Number of 
PEACE NEWS 
Out on Thursday, March 29th 


Contributors include : 


DR. MARTIN NIEMOLLER 
DR. TOYOHIKO KAGAWA 
THE PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW 
FRANK ALLAUN, MP 


Introduce Peace News to your friends. Order 
copies now at the special rate of 2s. 6d. a dozen. 


tion on a train en route to Pretoria.) 


On December 1, 1955, a 40-year-old Negro 
seamstress, Mrs. Rosa Parks, refused to move 
from her seat on a Montgomery bus. 
other Negro passengers moved to the back, but 
Mrs. Parks was tired—of her day’s work and 
of segregation—and so she refused to obey the 
driver's order to move so that some white 
folks who had just boarded the bus could be 


Three 


seated. HOMER JACK 


The driver stopped the bus and she was 
arrested for breaking the segregation laws. 


The Negro ministers of Montgomery im- 
mediately called a one-day protest, urging 
members of the Negro community of Mont- 
gomery (50,000 Negroes vis-a-vis less than 
100,000 whites) to avoid bus transportation that 
day. They did—with restraint, with a rare 
unanimity. And the Negroes of Montgomery 
have been avoiding the buses ever since. 


In the meantime a strong Negro organisa- 
tion has been evolved, called the Montgomery 
Improvement Association. 


I¢ has made three mild demands: I, more 
courtesy by the drivers ; 2, ultimately Negro 
drivers on routes into preponderantly Negro 
residential areas ; and 3. seating in the buses 
on a first-come, first-served basis, with 
Negroes beginning from the back and whites 
from the front. 


Significantly, they did not ask the total end 
of segregation on these public carriers. 


The unity, restraint, and organisation of the 
Negro community in Montgomery has seldom 
before been equalled in the South—or North. 
And the white community of Montgomery is 
baffled, as the British overlords of India were. 


RELIGION AND POLITICS 


The whites in Montgomery have, in their 
floundering, done almost everything to insure 
the success of this protest (the Negroes prefer 
not to call it a boycott). They have intimi- 
dated the Negroes, even with violence, and 
have harassed the car-pools. They even in- 
dicted almost 100 leaders, including two dozen 
preachers, on an old state law against con- 
spiracy to boycott. 


But whatever the white city commissioners 
do seems only to result in a new unity, a new 
fearlessness on the part of the Negro com- 
munity and its leaders. Gandhi is not only 
walking the streets of Montgomery, but a New 
Negro. 


Just how Gandhian is the Montgomery pro- 
test? Not only was Mrs. Park’s original refusal 
to move on that huge yellow bus a spontaneous 
Teaction on her part, but the whole protest 
movement itself seems, from what I can 
determine, also spontaneous. 

Although Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
young leader of the protest, told me that he 
knew of Gandhi when studying in theological 
school, he certainly cannot be considered a 
full-blown Gandhian. But the leadership of 
the Montgomery protest soon discovered what 
they were doing was what Gandhi did in 
South Africa and India. 


They naturally stumbled upon Gandhian 
attitudes and techniques used more recently in 


the defiance campaign in South Africa in 1952 


Three Nations rally in 
Trafalgar Square 


FHUNDREDS will travel from Wales 

and Scotland to join in a “Three 
Nations Rally ” in Trafalgar Sq., London, 
on Easter Saturday afternoon. 


The Rally is organised by a joint committee 
of Plaid Cymru (The Welsh Party), the Scottish 
National Party and two English parties, 
Common Wealth and the Independent Labour 
Party, and will call for self-government for 
Wales and Scotland, decentralisation in 
England and the end of the Radio ban on 
Plaid Cymru. 

The main speakers at this open air rally will 
be Alderman Gwynfor Evans for Plaid Cymru. 
Mr. James Halliday, the Scottish National 
Party candidate for Sterling, Mr. W. J. Taylor 
for Common Wealth, and Mr. Stanley Birkett 
for the ILP. 


and in the mass Satyagraha in Portuguese Goa 
in 1955. 


The Negro leaders in Montgomery repeatedly 
emphasize that they don't hate anybody—the 
bus company, the city commissioners, or the 
white community in Montgomery. But they 
say they are just going to avoid the buses until 
their grievances are met. They don’t even 
hate those who have used violence against 
them. 


The leaders warn their own people not to 
use violence, although there were reports of 
some violence against the buses on the very 
first day of the protest. Love and non-violence 
are the cornerstones of this movement—and 
fearlessness follows. 


Also, as with Gandhi himself, this protest 
combines religion and politics. It is probably 
no accident that this movement sprang from 
within the Negro churches of Montgomery. 


The Negro church, at the moment, is still 
almost the only institution in the South, except 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Coloured People, which is beyond the 
reach of the white man. Heretofore, the 
church has been escapist and the practical, 
rational Negro in the South has not reached 
for it. But today, with tension rising in the 
South and with more able leadership in the 
churches, the church is fulfilling almost a 
revolutionary role. Thus the twice-weekly 
rallies of the movement in Montgomery are 
squarely within the churches. 


‘WITH HOPE AND DIGNITY” 


The mass meetings are not unlike Gandhi 
prayer meetings. A theme song has been 
adopted for the duration of the protest. Its 
tune is ‘“ Old-Time Religion.” Its words: 

We are moving on to vict'ry, 

We are moving on to vict'ry, 

We are moving on to vict’ry 
With hope and dignity. 

We shall all stand together, 

We shall all stand together, 

We shall all stand together 
‘Til every one is free. 


We know love is the watchword, 

We know love is the watchword, 

We know love is the watchword 
For peace and liberty. 


Black and white all are brothers, 

Black and white all are brothers, 

Black and white all are brothers 
To live in harmony. 


We are moving on to vict’ry, 
We are moving on to vict'ry, 
We are moving on to vict'’ry 
With hope and dignity. 
Also at these meetings there are five periods 
of prayer, with occasional between-prayer (if 
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SUPPORT IN LONDON FOR 
DAY OF PRAYER 


EXPRESSIONS of support for the 15 week- 
4 old Alabama bus boycott are beginning to 
take shape. March 28 is being observed as 
Deliverance Day in the US—a day of prayer 
for the Negroes’ non-violent protest action. 
Many religious leaders and groups through- 
out the country have endorsed the 
observance 

In London several members from the Pacifist 
Youth Action Group plan to present 2 letter 
expressing support addressed to the Coloured 
people of Montgomery to the US Embassy 
on March 28. They will ask that the letter 
be delivered to the leaders in Montgomery. 

At least six of the group will then conduct a 
three day fast as a token expression of the 
group’s moral support, and in further dedica- 
tion of themselves to the cause of human 
brotherhood and the removal of prejudice 
and discrimination in England. 

The fast will be held at Kingsley Hall, founded 
by Muriel and Doris Lester, well known 
pacifists. Mahatma Gandhi chose to stay 
there during his 1931 visit to London. 

Persons interested in this fast should contact 
Terrance Chivers, 20 Caversham Rd., Lon- 
don, N.W.S5. 

The London Union of the Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation is requesting its members and 
clergymen to make special mention of the 
Alabama non-violent action in their services 
and prayers during Holy Week, especially 
on Wednesday. 

They are also asking all members and groups 
to send messages of support to Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., one of the leaders of the 
Montgomery Negroes, at 309 S. Jackson, 
Montgomery, Alabama, USA. 


Editorial and Publishing office. 
3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 
Tel.: STAmford Hill 2262 
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UNHAPPY CYPRUS 


‘HERE is one issue in the Cyprus situation that is always taken 
for granted and never discussed. 


A distinction is made between “ self-government ” and “ self-determina- 
tion,” The spokesman of the British Government says that the latter will 


never be accorded to Cyprus. 


Then the word “never” is withdrawn in favour of a phrase that may 
be taken as an indication that self-determination may be regarded as a 
remote but highly improbable development. 

The critics of the Government, both English and Cypriot, condemn 
this attitude, but they all carefully refrain from indicating whether they 
hold that the people of Cyprus have a right to self-determination in 
respect of the most vital issue affecting their future: the establishment 
by a foreign power of a military base in the Island. 

In his eloquent arraignment of Government policy in the Commons 
debate on the subject, for instance, Mr. Ancurin Bevan appeared to take 
it for granted that the base must be established anyhow: the Cypriots’ 
right (o control the conditions of their own lives did not extend that far. 


Then we observe that in the 


careful selection of inflammatory 


utterances by the Bishop of Kyrenia that has been put out by the Press 
Section of the British Colonial Olfice it is remarked that on August 26, 
1955, at a meeting of the National Assembly in Nicosia, the Bishop 
urged the passing of a resolution demanding unconditional self-determina- 
tion (i.e. as the Colonial Ollice remarks, ° without any commitment 
regarding the use of Cyprus for military purposes”), but that before the 
resolution was passed the word “ unconditional” was climinated. 
Whatever may have been the view of the Assembly, therefore, if was 
thought prudent not to carry the demand for self-determination this far. 


* 


* 


ET this question is by far the most vital that confronts the 
500,000 inhabitants of the Island, of greater importance than 
any constitutiona! details, of greater importance even than the 


question of “ Enosis.” 


Observe what is involved. The military base is regarded as an im- 
portant factor in the measures that Britain is taking to maintain itself as a 


Great Power. 


Britain needs to retain 2 means to the control of the oil supplics of 
the Middle East, and Cyprus is regarded as a convenient place from which 
to dominate the oil-fields of Iraq and Persia. 

Now 87,000 acres have been set aside in Cyprus for the construction 
of military barracks und acrodromes, a not inconsiderable area in an 
island of some 3,600 square miles, about half the size of Wales. 

It is proposed to spend over £30 million in constructing these, but the 
rate of building will have to be spread over a period of some years 
because of the limited capacity of the small Island population to provide 


labour and materials. 


There is also a lurge port development plan, which becomes neces- 
sary to support the base, and, of course, there is a good deal of investment 
being arranged for the development of the new subsidiary industries 


that these changes will require. 


The Cypriots, as the rest of us, live in the Hydrogen bomb age. 

The reason the struggle over their independence has been so intensely 
bitter as compared with that, say, of Ceylon, is that it is regarded as a spot 
of vital military importance in the power struggle. 

Nevertheless, it is within easy reach of the Russian air bases: only 
Turkey and the Black sea separate it from the Caucasus and the Ukraine. 


* 


* 


WHEN this issue is settled and the base is established, the 


Cypriot will have to spend 
dictory fears. 


his life haunted by two contra- 


He will live under the fear of war because it will be evident that 
at an early stage of a new global war his island will be obliterated. 
He will have to live, however, cqually under the fear of an assured 


peace. 


Should the danger of war be really removed and no longer are 
there two great power blocs confronting each other armed to the teeth, 


the whole economy that will have 


developed in the island will then 


collapse and he will be reduced to poverty. 

A war that was fought to establish the four freedoms of the Atlantic 
Charter has been followed by a situation in which 2 whole island popula- 
tion is held to have no right to a view on the fate being prepared for it. 
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= TANCE the Gopak,” said Stalin 

to Khrushchov at a diplomatic 
teception, introducing the demand 
with a term of contempt and, says 
Khrushchov, * { danced.”. “ You just 
had to look at him wrongly and the 
next day you lost your head.” 


if the worst result of the domina- 
tion of this evil man had been that 
his associates were impelled by fear 
io make themselves ridiculous when 
he demanded it, we could contem- 
plate the present turnabout among the 
Communist Parties of the world with 
a Wry amusement, 


The egotism and monstrous cruelty 
of this man, however, fostered by a 
ialse political conception, resulted in 
the death and suffering of thousands 
of better men. 


Khrushchov, Bulganin, Malenkov 
and the rest kept silent while these 
things went on, were indeed associ- 
ated with the steps taken to carry 
them out. 


We do not presume to condemn 
them for their connivance at the 
crimes of Stalin, which they explain 
by the reign of fear under which 
they lived. Those who have not had 
to live under a terror such as that of 
Stalin or Hitler, and who cannot 
know with any certainty what would 
be their own conduct in such a case, 
have no right to pronounce judge- 
ment. 

We can only welcome the attempt 
that these men are so evidently mak- 
ing to eliminate in Russia the fiendish 
political methods that Stalin fostered. 


Those who also 


danee 


i HE leading figures in the Com- 

munist Parties of other lands, 
however, not living under the fear 
of the Stalin terror, must have been 
aware of the real character of the 
things that were then done. 


They had nothing to say when 
these events were taking place—or 
afterwards—except to abuse those 
who declared their real character. 

We shall now sce Stalinists in the 
various lands following Togliatti in 
disowning and condemning Stalin, 
just as they previously disowned and 
condemned his many victims. 

{t is not this kind of reversal that 
will indicate a genuine repentance for 
error and the betrayal of old com- 
trades This will just mean one more 
contortion to be added to the many 
twists of the “line.” 

It will merely disclose the con- 
tinued readiness of the Stalinists to 
dance to the tune that is called. 

What is wanted is a fundamental 
re-examination of the whole moral 
basis upon which Communist Parties 
are organised and operate, and the 
frank recognition that this is pro- 
foundly wrong and must result in 
terrible evil, as we have seen. 


Change of US 
policy ? 
WE are likely to sce an official 


American change of outlook on 
questions of colonialism and im- 
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The scientist who consents to go 
to work has morally committed him- 


Z ; s e 9 e 
y An atom scientist’s conscience 
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T passed through oe ee other Z LETTER FROM USA y 
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rcoolgrntr <iiccks pea tae tour Z by A. J. Muste y self to the success of his search. 


on. the Pacific Coast, in the course 
of which, incidentally, | encountered 
a good many Peace News readers. 


The Saturday morning Chicago 
papers carried a report of remarks 
which had been made by Harold C. 
Urey, a Nobel Prize winner with a 
Church of the Brethren family back- 
ground, who had an important part 
in the Manhattan Project which pro- 
duced the first atomic bombs. 

The occasion was a mecting of the 
American Humanist Association, and 
@ man in the audience sharply ques- 
tioned Urey on why the best scientific 
brains are devoted to making weapons 
of mass destruction. 


DR. UREY’S POSITION 


Urey, replied: “I worked on the 
atomic bomb, but I didn't like it.” 
He spoke “with some emotion,” the 
reporter observed. 

In amplifying his position Dr. Urey 
who, as I understand, has kept aloof 
from nuclear weapons work since the 
close of the war, made several state- 
ments which are characteristic of the 
remarks usually made by the more 
sensitive scientists when this matter 
come up. 


In the first place, he alludes, some- 
what plaintively, tq the fact that 
“the scientists who developed these 
weapons are among the ones who fear 
them most. 

“We tried hard long ago to tell 
the people about the dangers.” 

But why should the people believe 
that these weapons are really so 
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dangerous when the very scientists 
who continue to explain: ‘ These 
things are dangerous. They may blow 
us all to bits,” continue to make 
them ? 


The fact is that for the most -part 
the people have .responded to the 
fatalistic attitude displayed by the 
scientists with a similar fatalistic 
attitude toward the situation. 


Dr. Urey added: ‘ We would have 
been giad to be wrong about the 
power of these weapons, but we 
weren't.” This statement surely reflects 
a confused state of mind. 


The ethic by which the s 
is presumably guided in dealing with 
a problem which he has set for him- 
self or which has been set for him 
by others who have sought his 
services, is that he must scrupulously 
bring all his resources to bear on the 
solution of that problem. 


If the problem is to make an 
atomic or H-bomh, his job is to turn 
out such a bomd. There are 
apparently scientists who take exactly 
that view and experience no qualms. 


For a man like Urey there is a 
problem of another kind: whether 
success would not on various levels 
constitute a human and social dis- 
aster. But the answer fo this question 
cannot logically be left to the lucky 
chance that it will prove impossible 
to produce the thing. 


Dr. Urey is very much concerned 
with this aspect of the scientists’ 
situation and at the Chicago meeting 
made the observation: “I have a 
little niche in life in which I am 
forced to move. We all do. So do 
you. We are not free agents.” 


MAKING DECISIONS 


This may be taken as a simple and 
useful reminder of the human con- 
dition of finiteness: the decisions we 
can make have to be made within 
fairly narrow limits, 


Furthermore, there is always con- 


siderable uncertainty. as to the 
practical social cffects of our 
decisions, If one makes a “noble 


gesture,” will anybody be impressed ? 
Who knows ? 


And if one is assured in advance 
that the gesture will pay off hand- 
somely, what is noble about it ? 


Beyond this, the statement is again 
an evidence of confusion. That each 
of us occupies a little niche, and is 
not God, really has no bearing on 
the problem of moral or political 
responsibility. 

This has to do with how one con- 
ducts himself in his little niche, with 
the decisions which one does make, 
not with those he is incapable of 
making. , 

Dr. Urey in another remark made 
it clear that what people really have 
in mind in this context is often some- 
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Stalin 
Colonialism 


Empire 


Cyprus 


perialist domination if it may be 
assumed that Marguerite Higgins, a 
usually well-informed writer for the 
New York Herald Tribune is now 
speaking with official inspiration. 


The contention runs as follows. The 
USA, which is traditionally opposed 
to imperialism. has kept silent in the 
public expression of its views in 
Tecent years because of the need not 
to offend its allies to whom it looked 
not only for common military pre- 
paration but also for sites for bases. 


Although the American distaste for 
methods of colonial oppression has 
frequently been manifested behind 
the scenes this cannot now be 
regarded as sufficient. 


The public silence has made the 
USA vulnerable to Communist 
charges that its Government supports 
colonialism ; and “if we do risk hav- 
ing additional millions in the Middle 
East and Asia turn against us, it will 
not be just in such places as Tunis 
and Jordan that United States Con- 
sulates and property will be under 
angry mob attack ” 

The ambiguity of US policy relat- 
ing to the activities of the imperialist 
powers has given it the worst of both 
worlds, for “in Tunis on Friday the 
mobs that pillaged the United States 
Consulate and the United States In- 
formation Service agency, for ex- 
ample, were Frenchmen who were 
singing the ‘ Marseillaise’ as they 
hurled stones at American property 
and ripped open American filing 
cabinets.” 


Real reason for 


change 


ONE may take all these assevera- 

tions about the distress about 
imperialism felt by the US authorities 
with more than a grain of salt. 


The writer of the article, for 
instance is going pretty far when she 
puts the blame for what happened 
in Indo-China upon the French and 
says that it has been “the American 
conviction that in North Africa 
French policies of too little or too 
late—slowness in political and eco- 
nomic reform—would lead to trouble 
even as the same French ineptness in 
Indo-China had contributed to the 
civil war there. 


The real reason for the contem- 
plated change is to be found in the 
military stalemate registered at 
Geneva and the need to transfer the 
power conflict to a different field. 


The change, if it comes about, will 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


T OOKING through some World 

War II press clippings I came 
across a Daily Mirror article of 
March 25, 1941 stressing the impor- 
tance of hating the Germans and 
being wary of pacifist  fifth- 
columnists : 


. 


“Hate is a grand weapon,” said 
the writer. “Good generals and 
psychologists know it...Cut down 
hate and you stab your own side in 
the back... 


“Some people believe we must co- 
operate with Germany when the war 
is over, that there are decent chaps 
in Germany we could do business 
with when house-painter Hitler has 
gone to earth... 


“No country ever succeeded in co- 
operating with Germany unless resi- 
dence in her hungry stomach means 
co-operation.” 


Greatest enemy 


JX 1956 the Mirror no_ longer 
reminds its readers of what it 

said about the soldiers now being 

recalled to the German colours: 


“ The Nazi hordes are not soldiers. 
They are half-mad fanatical believers 
in a religion that believes that 
murder, rape and torture are holy 
Tituals to convert the victims.” 


It is still not too late for the 
Mirror to wake up to the fact that 
hate is the thing to hate, and that a 
nation’s army is its greatest enemy. 


Written by U.S. pacifists 


WINIFRED RAWLINS, British 
pacifist now resident in the 
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By IAN 


HOURS 


DIXON 


= WE march in protest to Wormwood Scrubs Prison!” “ Passive resistance, 
_ hot militarism!” With these and other slogans a 40-strong poster march, 
organised by the Pacifist Youth Action Group, left Oxford Street for Wormwood 


Scrubs Prison, on Saturday, March 3. 


Two pickets were then placed at the 
prison gates. The picketing continued for 
eight days, finishing on Sunday, March 11. 


A poster march returned from the prison 
io Merle Arch where a public meeting was 
eld. 


THOUSANDS REACHED 


Of five thousand special leaflets, copies 
were distributed to soldiers from a nearby 
army depot, to the staff of Hammersmith Hos- 
pital, to prison officers and other passers-by. 


On the front of the leaflet was a cartoon 
by Mays depicting two young prisoners: one 
had killed, the other had refused to kill. 

The leaflet deals with the ever-growing 
brutality and hypocrisy of war and stressed 
civil disobedience and Gandhism as the method 
of resisting tyranny and war, 

Communist peace propaganda was criticised 
for being a political strategem in the East- 
West struggle for power. 

During the week, the nearby house of a 
group member was.used as_ headquarters. 
Pickets coming on and off their four-hour 
shifts outside the prison gates, used the HQ 
night and day for food and sleep. 

The week's activities were threaded with a 
sense of purpose and comradeship often diffi- 
cult to find in our movement today. There 
were many interesting incidents, recorded by 
pickets. 

A German ex-soldier told one picket, “I’m 
with you all the way ... keep it up.” 
He explained that he had been brought up 
to admire glittering uniforms and military 
music, but now he was bitterly disillusioned 
with it all! 


Soldiers and other young men stopped to 
discuss cons-ientious objection. Several bought 
Peace News. 


On the railway opposite, tube trains slowed 
down and drivers waved. One steam engine 
stopped and hooted. Traffic on the road con- 
stantly slowed down and often stopped for a 
leaflet. 

One man asked for several leaflets to take 
to his workmates. One elderly prison officer 
wished the pickets the best of luck. School- 
boys of pre-conscription age accepted leaflets 
eagerly. 


OUTSIDE TO INSIDE 


Several individuals 
remarks unprintable. 

One man’s shout of “ You should be in 
prison, too”” was very much to the point for 
19-year-old Dennis Egan who started the week 
picketing and on Wednesday afternoon was 
carried past his friends in a Black Maria to 
begin a two-month sentence for refusing 


were abusive, some 


New bulletin on 


non-violence 
From HILDA VON KLENZE 

HIS month the Non-Violence Commis- 

’ sion of the Peace Pledge Union has 
brought out its new quarterly bulletin 
“Non-Violence in Thought and Action at 
Home and Abroad.” The following is a pre- 
view of some of the main items: 

Is there a method of training for non- 
violent action? Pacifists are not agreed on 
this point, but Gene Sharp, who knows a 
good deal about non-violence in theory and 
practice, attempts an answer to the question. 


To many of us the Talmud suggests little 
more than the /ex talionis, but in an address on 
“ Peace and Non-Violence in Jewish Thought ” 
the President of the Israel Section of the 
WRI showed that Talmudic teaching contains 
the reverence for truth, the compassion and 
understanding which are the elements of non- 
violence. 


A moving Jewish prayer from a concentra- 
tion camp in Hitler Germany is proof that this 
spirit of the Talmud is alive in the Jewish 
people today. 

“Du bist der Mann,-der mich liebt "—If 
you think that is Welsh you will be somewhat 
puzzled by the action taken by a number of 
Welsh Nationalists who refused to pay their 
radio licences because that song and others, 
transmitted by an East German station, was 
what they heard when they tuned in to the 
Welsh BBC. They went to court for it, and 
this is the story of what happened. 


Could not a free, unified and 
unarmed Germany be a step 
to world disarmament? 


THINK 


Facts available in library 
On 

Reich (Germany) 

Plan 


Educate self and others 
Act 

Care 

Earn the free and peaceful 


world we want. 
NOW 


Ruth Neuendorffer 
34 Harwood Ave, 
North Tarrytown, 
New York, U.S.A. 


military service after being prosecuted that 
day at Acton Magistrates Court. 

What were the practical achievements of 
the demonstration ? 

The attention of thousands of people was 
drawn to the existence of conscientious objec- 


Ian Dixon, Secretary of PYAG is seen at the prison 
gates, giving a leaflet to a passer-by. Henry Rose, 
centre, was formerly imprisoned here. 


tors and pacifism. From these people, dozens 
considered our ideas. Six made immediate 
enquiries about the group. 

International news agencies, such as British 
United Press and Associated Press, and 
national daily papers made enquiries by phone, 
reporters and photographers. Only six pro- 
vincial newspapers, however, published reports. 

Action for action’s sake is a gesture of 
despair. The Pacifist Youth Action Group has 
more than once been accused of this, but it 
is partly a realisation of this which prompted 
the group to organise such a demonstration, 


DEPTH THAT SPEAKS 


General anti-war propaganda seems to evoke 
little response, so a specific issue was chosen. 

An orthodox poster march announced the 
point of the campaign. The picketing of a 
well-known prison is an unusual and dramatic 
tactic. 

To picket day and night for over a week 
made our verbal expression of solidarity 
with young war resisters in jail far more real 
to onlookers. They sensed a depth of unity 
and determination which an ordinary poster 
parade cannot convey. 

Thus only qualitative action can achieve 
qualitative results which is what is required 
above all things. 

Other effects were to strengthen the morale 
of CO's in prison and awaiting prison, and to 
strengthen the group's unity. 

Non-violent resistance is a_ technique of 
social struggle, in this case against militarism. 

To act without a knowledge of strategy and 
tactics in such a non-violent struggle is to 
act in vain. Frustration engendered by such a 
failure leads to disillusionment and a rejection 
of all efforts to spread our ideas. 

We in the West have much to learn from the 
techniques which Gandhi adapted. PYAG is 
endeavouring to learn. 


NORTH WALES. 


Vegetarian Guest House. near 
mountains and sea. 


Lovely woodland garden, brochure 


from Jeannie and George Lake. ‘‘ Plas-y-Coed,'’ Pen- 
maen Park. Lilanfairfechan. Tel, 161. V.C.A. Member. 
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FOR HELEN’S SAKE 


NINETEEN - YEAR - OLD 
HELEN BROWN of Ching- 
ford walks the streets of 
London offering Peace News 
to passers by, and knocking 
on doors and asking people to 
buy a copy. Each week she 
sells 60 copies. 
A 70-year-old veteran CO 
who saw her doing this when 


— * 
he was up from Somerset this month was so 


impressed with her smiling approach to her 
customers that he sent £2 to the Fund as a 
mark of appreciation. 

Terence Chivers, another young pacifist, tramps 
London’s streets in the same good cause. 


These folk can’t give us money. They can, 
and do, give us new readers. 

We must not fail these fine workers, and 
others like them, by making it necessary to 
increase the price of Peace News to 6d. 

Helen is tired out by the time she has sold her 
60 copies. 1 would like to encourage her with 
the news that others of our readers have been 
inspired by her work to send cheques to the 
Fund. Please, if you can, write out one now. 

And, incidentally, who is going to beat her 
record of 60 copies a week ? 

For Helen's sake, then—another bumper 
response to this appeal on behalf of the Peace 
News Fund. 

THE EDITOR. 


Contributions since March 9: £58 10s. 6d. 
Total since Jan. 1, 1956: £141 18s. Id. 
Needed by March 31: £625 Os. Od. 
An anonymous donation of £1 from Reading 
is gratefully acknowledged. 

Please make cheques, eic., payable to Peace 
News Lid., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


American youths serve 


Groups of young people, sponsored by the 
American Friends Service Committee in 
New York City, and calling themselves Insti- 
tutional Service Units, are bringing happiness 
and understanding to those who are mentally 
ill in American hospitals. 

They talk individually and play games with 
the patients, lead group-singing and recreation, 
and learn many new things about mental 
illness and care of the sick through personal 
observation and contact, as well as discussion 
with psychiatrists and the hospital personnel. 

As weck-end Work Camp workers, they be- 
gin their project on a Friday evening when 
they meet for a fellowship supper, after which 
the evening is spent in orientation for the 
days ahead. On the Saturday, they split into 
three groups, each group visiting two male 
and two female wards. 

On Sunday they have an early morning 
seminar Iced by an expert in mental health. 
They are then free to attend the church of 
their own choice, and later, meet together for 
an evaluation period. 
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HANDWOVEN SKIRTS 


Write to us for patterns of our tweeds. 
Also lighter-weight skirts in gay colours 
from 75s. 

Kathleen and Geoffrey Watson, 
High Halden, Ashford, Kent. 
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OUT ON MONDAY 
FATHER TREVOR HUDDLESTON’S 


Naught for your Comfort 


An account of his work in 
South Africa 


12s 6d 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


the Peace News booksellers 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


(postage 9d) 


NNY 


INAAAAAANAAANN ARIANA WERIAANRARANAAANAAS A 


Write today to: 


NNANANAAANANANAAAAAAANAAAAAAAANANARANANANARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AA RANA ARRAN NNN 


‘LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS’ 
by REGINALD REYNOLDS 


are published in 


“THE LAYMAN” 


the monthly journal which links Christianity with Citizenship 


IN THE SAME ISSUE 
‘AND NOW A MINISTRY OF PEACE’ 
by E. J. Thurston, M.B.E. 


Many other challenging and informative articles 
All for Is. 6d. post free 
The Layman Publishing Co. Ltd., Goring, nr. Reading, Berks. 
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Towards true 
democracy 


'['HE PACIFIST who seeks the end of 

war, also seeks a non-violent society, 
with a minimum of compulsion and a 
maximum degree of voluntary co-opera- 
tion in human relationships to achieve 
social objectives by methods democrati- 
cally determined. 


Because this conception is clearly involved 
in a pacifist outlook, the Peace Pledge Union 
in a set of declarations in its early years 
stated that the existing social order was 
developing an increasing power “to destroy 
the individual and prohibit real community.” 


It stated that witness against this trend 
“involves a recognition of the subhuman 
tendencies towards totalitarianism in the 
present situation and an attempt to expose 
them. 


“The willing submission to the common 
good which is exploited in totalitarianism must 
be incorporated in a new society based upon 
a new culture.” 

Such a new society and culture would, 
of course, be founded on a recognition of the 
“supreme value of the human person and the 
integrity of the individual “—the | starting 
point of the PPU statements. 

For those persons who realise that a socicty 
of peace, achieved through applying the 
principles of non-violence, will be very 
different from today’s society and would seek 
to give real content to “freedom” and 
“ democracy ” the Progressive League has done 
a useful work in preparing “ Democracy in Our 
Working Lives” (48pp. ls. 6d., available from 
Housman’s Bookshop). 


Experiments in democracy 


After a general discussion of what is implied 
by ‘occupational democracy,” the group of 
eight authors proceed to describe various 
experiments in England and elsewhere in which 
varying degrees of consultation and democracy 
exist -for those involved in the economic 
production. 

The limitations placed on their field of 
enquiry have resulted in strengths and weak- 
nesses in the pamphlet. By confining the study 
to present experiments, the survey gains in 
solidity. This has also provided new material 
for those already convinced of the importance 
of the subject. 

However, the pamphlet is weakened thereby, 
through an almost complete neglect of the 
earlier writings on industrial democracy and 
Guild Socialism. 

If the authors had paid more attention to 
the earlier thinking on the subject, they would 
have been saved from several confusions in 
their general conclusions, 

The positive values of the study, however, 
greatly outweigh these minor flaws. I hope 
that the group will continue its study of the 
experiments dealt with in this pamphlet. 


Further research 


What is needed, within the limits of the 
study, is more description of the various 
operations of the various undertakings; giving, 
for example, a number of sample votes of the 
councils upon which the representatives of 
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CONTROVERSY IN 


by publishing an article in Pacifisten, 
of the War Resisters’ International. 
J. B. Pedersen began by asserting that: 


“Today a pacifist is in popular opinion a 
man who, because of his innermost con- 
viction, refuses to think about war and 
therefore sits down on his...and cries woe 
at his fellow human beings’ lack of under- 
standing and blindness. 

‘ Pacifists are people who let themselves 
be shut up in (alternative service) camps, 
where they only get on the nerves of each 
other and or the camp authorities. For a 
period of up to two years, the young CO, 
strong, convinced, eager, goes into a camp 
where he meets people with exactly the same 
convictions. 

“But how few leave the camp with the 
same strong and healthy convictions ! Lack 
of opposition, morale-breaking work, petty 
bickerings...convert him from an active 
pacifist into a passive pacifist.” 


ENTER ARMY 


After firing a passing shot at the magazine 
itself (“ Pacifisten is a paper in which some 
pacifists tell other pacifists how annoying the 
big military budgets have become.”) Pedersen 
made his revolutionary proposal: instead of 
membership in the WRI being limited to those 
who refuse any kind of military service, young 
pacifists should be called upon to go into the 
army and actively spread pacifism among the 


DENMARK 


From E. S. Tew 


N November last a daring young Dane risked the fury of his pacifist countrymen 


monthly magazine of the Danish section 


young conscripts who will constitute the 


future community. 


Editorial comment in the same issue was 
somewhat guarded, though the point was made 
that war and war preparations are now such 
a filthy business that an absolute pacifist could 
not join in with so much as his little finger, 
even if the aim were to undermine the system. 


COUNTER-ATTACK 


Faithful readers were evidently somewhat 
winded by the attack. Only one of the “ old 
guard” pacifists, Knud Engel, recovered in 
time to reply, more in sorrow than in anger, 
in the December issue. He concerned himself 
mainly with pointing out the practical diffi- 
culties facing the would-be propagandist within 
the army. 


But the January issue brought forth strong 
counter-attacks. One reader called the idea 
plain idiocy, though he had himself talked 
pacifism to thousands of comrades and NCO’s 
when he was a soldier in 1907-9; but in those 
days speech was free. 


Another reader suggested that the picture of 
life in the alternative service camps was quite 
distorted; in his experience the majority of 
participants were strengthened in their positive 
pacifist faith. 


CONSCRIPTION ITSELF 


A reply by Arlo Tatum, Co-Secretary, War Resisters’ 
International, as published in the March issue of Pacifisten. 


EFORE entering the discussion begun last November by J. B. Pedersen’s letter 
in Pacifisten, it is only fair to make clear my own attitude to conscription. 


Conscription may be imposed by a govern- 
ment for many reasons (to prevent unemploy- 
ment, for instance, or to increase the nation’s 
prestige in political-military circles) but its 
avowed purpose also is genuine—to have a 
ready war machine. 


Every concession or exemption made in- 
duces co-operation with conscription and re- 
duces the opposition. 


EFFECT OF CAMPS 


Twice I refused to register for the draft 
in the United States, and twice I was sent to 
prison. Friend Pedersen may feel that I cut 
myself off from society as docs the Danish 
conscientious objector by going to a prescribed 
camp, but I love humanity on both sides of 
prison bars and found a great deal to do and 
to learn. 

The government discovered that its power to 
conscript was not absolute. 

In the United States the pacifist movement in 
general supported the CO Camps which func- 
tioned during the war, but now thinks of them 
as well-meant failures. 

Initially, there was a deep spirit of comrade- 
ship in the camps, with valuable discussions, 
study groups, and a sense of community. 

Slowly the creativeness dissolved, and in 


FRANK DAWTRY’S Peace News Lecture 


THE 


“HOSE of us who claim that human 
life is sacred, and who refuse 
violence in the international field, have 
a duty to remove violence, and protec- 
tion by violence, against the offenders 
in our midst” said Frank Dawtry 
speaking on The Delinquent in 
Society. 
He was giving the fifth of the Peace News 
series of winter lectures in London recently. 


“The delinquent was hopeless and must be 
got rid of, either by death, transportation, or 
more recently, solitary confinement behind 
very high walls:” that was society’s attitude 
toward the delinquent until the second half 
of the last century. 

The death penalty was the last remaining piece 
of legislation based on that attitude. 


rapid strides 


As far back as 1866 a Royal Commission of 
12 people had recommended that it should 
go. It had taken 90 years—not very rapid 
progress. As a new generation grew up for 
whom the death penalty was a thing of the 
past, this timid, repressive, over-anxious 
attitude might disappear. 

Rapid strides toward a more humanc treatment 
of delinquency had been made. 


Today we recognised that the delinquent was 
a human being needing guidance, super- 
vision and protection; that the State had 
a responsibility toward the criminal as well 
as toward society as a whole. 


Today we had the pulling down of prison 
walls, There were now prison visitors, 
prisoners associating in groups (in place of 
the worst feature: solitary confinement), 
prisoners allowed to work outside the prison, 
and open prisons. 


today’s system 


Today we had the probation system which 
allowed the prisoner to serve his sentence 
among the community. 


Roughly there were at present about 10,000 
people in prison and about 30,000 on pro- 
bation. Probation had worked. Even the 
Court of Criminal Appeal was beginning to 
accept the idea that the delinquent was not 
such a bad bet. 

Today we had the “ open camp” and that had 
worked. 

Typical of the open camp experiments was one 
in Silverdale, in Yorkshire. There had been 
a local outcry, and a promise given that it 
should last only three years. 

The camp was created on a site formerly 
occupied by the RAF. Local friends visited, 
presented books; local farmers were grate- 


Schoolboy’s pocket-money 


IHOSE who have read PEACE NEWS for 
~ many years don’t always appreciate what 
a striking impact its message can have on 
young people. 

Recent months have brought us enthusiastic 
letters from seniors at a number of schools. 
One of them-—-AKH at Oxford—writes as fol- 
lows :— 


“Many thanks for supplying me_ with 
PEACE NEWS over the last few weeks. I 
have read it with great interest. It is more than 
good to know there is a body whose aim it is 
to wark for peace. 


“1 am a pacifist and I hope to do all I can 
for the cause of peace. 


“ Everyone here at school is now conscious 


of PN but over-educated folks can be blind 
to the essence of Christianity and common 
sanity and only a few think PN or even the 
cause of peace itself is worthwhile. 


“At the present moment I cannot take PN 
any longer as | am only a schoolboy and my 
pocket money won't allow it, but 1 shall 
certainly do all I can to make the paper known 
to others.” 

Would you like to send us a contribution, 
so that up-and-coming young pacifists like 
AKH, and others unable to subscribe, can be 
kept in touch with our work ? 


H.LF.M. 


Last week’s sales: Home edition, 9,500; 
Air Express, 950. 


the final months numerous men walked out 
in protest, feeling they no longer could be 
au part of the system. Lengthy prison sen- 
tences were threatened and then imposed by 
the government, but it was “‘ the beginning of 
the end ” for the camps, 

The government was forced to resort to 
individual assignment of CO’s to “ approved ” 
jobs as a substitute, with an element of choice 
for the conscripted pacifist. 

This practice continues and is, in this one 
respect, an improvement over the Danish 
system. So is the British system, but none 
opposes conscription itself. 


IRRECONCILABLE 


J. B. Pedersen is to be commended for 
recognising that “something is wrong” with 
the Danish camps, and I am under the impres- 
sion that many boys in these camps emphati- 
cally agree. We disagree when it comes to 
what is wrong, and what is to be done about 
it, . 
Fortunately we pacifists will never agree on 
one solution to the world’s problems (or our 
own), but I am confident that very few of 
us will be enticed by arguments that we would 
become better apostles of peace by donning 
an army uniform. 


Reported by OLWEN BATTERSB 


DELINQUENT IN SOCIETY 


ful for the standard of labour provided. 
Today there was another outcry. The camp 
was to be removed. 


Society had come to accept the fact that open 
camps and probation were the right and con- 
structive ways of dealing with delinquency. 


There were something like 20,000 people in 
prison last year many of whom were 
among us now; there were 24,000 in prison 
three years ago and most of them were now 
out; 20,000 would be in prison next year, 
and most of them were among us and had 
not yet been found out. 


early agitation 


Many thousands in society today would one 
day be in prison’ or on probation. 


In short, the delinquent was “ just another 
member of society.” 

Briefly Frank Dawtry sketched the history of 
penal reform from the time when stealing 
or consorting with gypsies meant the death 
penalty ; when criminals were transported to 
America, Queensland or elsewhere; when 
burning, whipping and banishment were 
frequent punishments and when prisons were 
merely the places in which the delinquent 
was housed while awaiting sentence and 
punishment. 


Toward the end of the last century there was 
a great agitation for humanising the treat- 
ment of criminals, 


In 1831 we ceased to execute children ; in 1867 
we ended transportation of them overseas ; 
stealing became no longer punishable by 
death ; useful work replaced useless labour 
in the prisons; there was 2 vigorous cam- 
paign to make prisons decent, wholesome 
and clean, even if completely soulless, 


Poor Law and prison reform went side by side. 


twentieth century 


From the turn of the century progress was 
even more rapid. Chaplains were intro- 
duced, so were prison libraries. Those under 
21 were taken out of the general prison 
system and treated separately: the begin- 
ning of the Borstal system. 


, 
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hing quite differ 


tidn't like working 
dnt, I w 


tom society. And 
{ ™ would have bee 


You still seem worried about my “I would hve 


the phrase “chosen enemies.” You seem 
think we have caused them to be ene 
Nothing of the kind. : 


They behave just as we do, We've got a8 
army. They've got a big army. 

It would be no use choosing an & 
without a big army; for, if we did, we * 
have no excuse for our big army, The 
goes for them. 


They tell their workers that their atm} 
necessary to protect them from the W! 
Erewhonians who would attack them ! 
were not strong. 


We know perfectly well that we would © 
great difficulty in getting our Erewho™ 
workers to attack them, if they had no 4 
ments at all. ; 


And it’s extremcly doubtful whether | 
could get their workers to attack us, 1% 
had no armaments. And I don't mind 2 
ting we would be in a sorry mess if they 
to carry out real disarmament. Our wo 
would soon begin to demand the same. 


, 
Of course, both we and our enemies oe 
a pretence of wanting to disarm, and do 4 
of negotiating about it. But, we don't # 
our workers to go negotiating with ef 
workers. 

No, sir! Not on your life! We do f 
necessary palaver with people like ours 
that is, people who want to keep them 
in power. 4 

These negotiations give us the opporty 
of meeting our likes from the enemy *, 
and all of us get together for a week * 
fortnight’s high holiday at our workers © 
pense. 

We specialise in Peace Treaties. 

How little our respective workers kat 
that peace treaties are devices for re-arrate 


“enemies” and “allies” in the great gam 
keeping ourselves in control. 
Sincerely, 
YDOBO® 


All things are possible, but the hang = 


generally cannot work effectively for the # 
tion of hanging, the munitions maker c4™ 
promote disarmament, and the soldier %! 
sincerely preaches world brotherhood, * 
keeps his uniform, generally ends up talkifl 
himself or to a psychiatrist. 


WALK OUT 


Perhaps the difficulty is as simple as ®, 
there are men in the camps who do 
believe in conscription. al 

Those who feel the government has the ™. 
to conscript and intern war resisters hs!” “4 
alternative but to make the experie 
creative and rewarding as possible, | 

Those who have an ache in theif ef 

science should leave the camps and . 

the consequences in the spirit of a free 


Those who are relieving their boredom | 
childish pranks and loud grumbling do no) 
much discredit the camps as the pacifist 
munity, and have even more to learn thal 
rest of us ! 


TP Lee ccc ee Goo ce 


The First Offenders Act, of 1907, was a P i 
cognition of the State’s obligation to § 
guidance, assistance, and after-care. F 


Then came the impact of the suffragettes zi 
the conscientious objectors of World s 


These latter entered prison in  substal 
numbers with no sense of guilt; they 
\duced a comprehensive report on Pf 
conditions, they emerged to take respo™ 
positions in society and to lead the de™ 
for prison reform. 


Laurence Housman had said that the cri / 
was “a citizen with a defective sens 
responsibility.” That was true. 


Whether he be weak, ill, a coward, of i 
inadequate to cope with life as it 
whether he belonged to that hard cof 
men and women who set out to be crim! 
his sense of responsibility was lacking. 


our responsibility 


Today we recognised that it was for Sociell, 
restore to the delinquent this sense o! /¢ 
ponsibility ; what we had failed so 1%: 
do, was to scek out those factors ¥% 
had caused the delinquency in the first 


This was the next important step which 
be taken: to find out what made 
delinquent, how in due course we 
save these people from their s 
delinquency, and see their delinquency 
reflection of ourselves, 


We hud to feel that the responsibility 4 
ours as members of society for the © 
quents in our midst. 


From the questions that followed it g 
obvious that this last aspect of the proble™ ¢ 
the one which exercised the minds % 
audience. 


“Did not the roots of delinquency stot 
childhood ; should there not be a moré 
sive study of psychology; was the fa vi 
today so many mothers worked outs! f; | 
home a contributory cause; did not 
tration of instincts, good in themselve 4 ¥ 
to delinquency, and might not the rere i 
society be so on account of qualities Bo # 
themselves, for which society could offet 
outlet? 


The future perhaps will give the answe 
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IX } ome quite different. Having said that he 
= wool nt like working on the A-bomb, he added: 

on SIN) hadn’t, I would have been ostracised 

Tom society. And the people who ostracised 
Would have been a large element of society. 


use “ 
Ont ae m,, i Would have been treated like the coward 
to be ene | {ne Front.” This is possible, even highly 


| Mobable, but not absolutely certain. 
, ot all fy wvhat the effect would have been if one or 
We've 8 © oF several top scientists who carried a 


me . een deal of moral weight and who were 

sing an “a *ity much indispensable to the military, had 

‘e did, we * at the stand that producing atomic weapons 
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An atom scientist’s conscience 


were sure to experiment in this field and the 
US simply must beat them to it. 

People like Vannevar Bush, Karl Compton. 
Arthur Compton. Enrico Fermi, |. I. Rabi, etc.. 
have never expressed the moral doubts that 
Urey and some others have. 


In spite of this, there has been a tendency 
for scientists to pose as persons who are all 
the time warning the public of dangers and 
not being heeded and of having been 
victimised by politicians who needlessly used 
the bombs which the scientists had made just 
in case, 

It is difficult to sympathise with them. 


In California the other day I ran across 
independent verification of a statement I had 
received first a couple of years ago from a 
completely reliable source to the effect that 
Einstein in his later years definitely expressed 
regret at having joined in the letter to Roose- 
velt which led to the setting up of the Man- 
hattan Project. 


HAD UREY REFUSED 


Apparently he did not arrange or consent to 
have this publicly announced, which is most 
regrettable. 


As for the Germans, I am satisfied that there 
is good reason to think that some of the top 
German nuclear scientists deliberately steered 
research away from the nuclear weapons field 
during the Hitler period. 


Why is this matter never seriously explored 
or, if it has been, why are the results not 
published? In any event, it was established 
Immediately after VE day that the Germans 
had gotten nowhere in this field. 


It was after this the US wantonly dropped 
A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


To return to Dr. Urey, what he was saying 
was that he occupied a social role, that of a 
member of the elite, a top scientist and a 
public—presumably public-spirited—figure. To 
have refused to do the A-bomb work which 
he disliked would have meant ejection from 
this role, expulsion from a_ highly select 
fraternity and perhaps stoning or crucifixion 
outside the city gates. 


WHOSE DECISION? 


We know that according to the Nuremburg 
doctrine, ordinary Germans were not permitted 
to rest the case for obedience to orders they 
did not like on this ground. Yet the ordinary 
citizen surely has more ground for arguing 
that he can hardly be expected to be a dis- 
senter if this requires more heroism than has 
a member of the elite like Dr. Urey. 


If the greater a man’s prestige the less he 
is prepared to risk unpopularity, how do you 
maintain a climate in which democracy can 
flourish? If these men keep still, we have 
only the stones left to cry out. 


Finally, Urey, like other scientists, having 
in effect abdicated from democratic leadership, 
then ends by throwing the responsibility on 
“the people in a democratic society.” Con- 
trol of atomic weapons “ must be handled by 
te uel community, not just a small fraction 
of it.” 


Frankly, I have always been amazed, and 
still am, at the ability of the scientists to fall 
back, apparently with such utter assurance 
and innocence, on this assertion, when a hand- 
ful of them were members of a very tiny 
fraction of the American community during 
the War who spent two billion dollars on the 
Manhattan Project behind the back of “the 
whole community,” made A-bombs and decided 
to use them. 

Where was the idea then that the whole 
community decides, not a small fraction of it? 


Letters to 


Methods of peace-making 


AS a member of the London Young Friends 
*™ Group I recently received an appeal for 
help with the picketing of Wormwood Scrubs 
prison. And I decided that, should I be asked. 
I would advise other to take no part. 


As pacifists we are concerned with two 
things: what would be our own reaction to 
violence, if faced with it directly, and how to 
achieve a state of society in which violence 
plays no part. 


As individuals we object to national service 
in the armed forces, but this in itself is not a 
contribution to peace (though an alternative 
service performed may be). We = should 
remember that the conscience clause in the 
Conscription Act has been supported by gov- 
emments confident that its provision will not 
weaken our ability to fight. 


In other words, while we continue to be 
able to register our conscientious objection 
we may be sure that this, in itself, is doing 
nothing to further the cause of peace. We are 
making what is entirely a personal decision, 
in nature and in effect. 


In contrast the achievement of a non-violent 
society is very much a matter for us all, work- 
ing in groups. Active peace-making may be of 
different kinds—perhaps these are best ex- 
pressed by such slogans as “ Ban the H-bomb” 
and “ Aid for the Underdeveloped Countries.” 
There we see the distinction between the im- 
mediate and the more distant ends—averting 
or mitigating the effects of war on the one 
hand, and removing the causes of war on the 
other. 


While pacifists may agree on the need for 
both kinds of peace-making. they will certainly 
disagree about methods of attaining the im- 
mediate ends—as to whether the poster parade 
is of greater value than the delegation, the 
PPU than the National Peace Council. They 
may also differ on the emphasis which they 
place on long-term as against short-term action. 


These differences of method by which we 
seek to attain the same end are not necessarily 
a matter for concern. But the picketing of 
Wormwood Scrubs prison is an action for ends 
which seem to me obscure. In drawing atten- 
tion to conscientious objection as such—or in 
attempting to do so—I cannot sec that it is 
serving any useful purpose. 


DAVID PERYER. 
9 Dovedale Rd., S.E.22. 


H AM sorry to see that the Friends Peace 
Committee has recommended the unilateral 

abolition of the H-bomb without at the same 

time recommending complete disarmament. 


There is a case in morality, and perhaps in 
prudence, for the full pacifist policy ; but there 
1s none for the semi-pacifist policy of renounc- 
ing the H-bomb alone. 

The H-bomb is a unique deterrent. While it 
exists no full scale war can be won, and for 
that reason it is quite likely that no full scale 
war will be fought. 


The H-bomb enables a nation to wipe out 
most of its enemy’s cities, but does not allow 
it to destroy the power of retaliation. 

Thus, for the first time in history, war—that 
is, full scale war—really is a futile instrument 
of policy. And for that reason, I, as a pacifist, 
am glad the H-bomb exists. 


Unilateral abolition of the H-bomb would 
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the Editor 


strip the West down to conventional Weapons 
and vastly increase the likelihood of war. 


The Russians have a great superiority in 
conventional weapons, and if there were no 
H-bomb to deter them, they would expand 
quickiy and put the Western powers in a posi- 
tion when honour alone would compel them 
to fight. 


The reason why the Communists are so eager 
to stop H-bomb tests is that the H-bomb is 
the biggest obstacle to Russian aggression. 

Pacifists who ask for the H-bomb tests to 
be stopped are not promoting peace, they are 
playing the Communist game and, in effect, 
helping to make war more likely than it is 
now. 

Semi-pacifism has always been an imprudent 
policy as well as an illogical and irresponsible 
one. It helped to cause the 1939 war by half 
disarming the free countries, so that they had 
neither the moral force of the unarmed nor 
the physical force of the armed to resist 
Fascist aggression. 

Real pacifism, the full absolute thing, is not 
an easy policy to recommend. It is the way of 
suffering and endurance, inspired by the hope 
(irrational perhaps) that love may, in the end, 
conquer both fear and oppression. 

For many, many years a disarmed West 
would be trodden under by Communist tyrants, 
and we who are pacifists ought always to admit 
that our way is a far harder way than the way 
of armed defence. But at least it is a clear 
and positive faith. 

The campaign against the H-bomb, separated 
from a campaign against all weapons, is un- 
pardonably frivolous and muddle-headed. 


MAURICE CRANSTON. 
62 Southwood Lane, N.6. 


Mission to Russia 


rP.HE number and nature of the replies to my 
letter in Peace News of February 10 en- 
courage the hope that an early visit to the 
USSR Embassy in London may be considered. 
I invite those who have written to me to 
regard this letter as an acknowledgment. It 
shows catholicity of the response as well as the 
wide extent of the circulation of Peace News, 
to note that replics have come from men and 
women, young and old, as far afield as Japan, 
Belgium, California, Berlin (three), Saltcoats, 
and many parts of England. 
CHARLES MARLAND. 
Pilgrim’s Cottage, A 
Caterham, Surrey. 


Book this date now 
Friday, April 6th, 7.30 p.m. 
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WILFRED WELLOCK 


The Cultural Basis of a 
Peaceful Society 
PEACE NEWS WINTER LECTURE. SERIES 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


y 


As this is a free service, we reserve the right to select for publication 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Y7, was a Pr 


notices sent in. We nevertheless desire to make it as complete a service 
as we reasonably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to: 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than Monday morning. 

2 


T d| BUXTON. WeSiminster Vegetarian Guest; QUAKERISM. Informati 
igati to Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of minimus a pai (or Non ts ate Piease| House, Broad Walk, Friendly comfort. Home respecting the Faith and Practica tbernatle 
tee event ; speakers, organisers (and secretary's addrestr don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd baking. Good district mains and touring. ey of Friends, free on application 
os % s pence. Maximum lIength 60 words, Address] Tel. 929. Janet and James Joyce. . to. the tiends' Home Service Committee, 

suff tec Man, Friday, March 23 A Thursday, March 29 2 for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Black- CARDIGAN BAY, Sea and mountains.’ Friends' House, Euston Rd., London, 
rand wat x. MoHESTER t 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg.) BIRMINGHAM, 11 7.30 pm: Midland] stock Rd., N.4, Vegetarian Guest House. 5} gns. Trevor and 
f World Rey Cuno 5 pene Chgatian and War, instinute (cinema), Sabet aes spor nm of] LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning} Mary Jepson, Brackenburst, Fairbourne (Tel. PERSONAL 
LA Lite . Macquire. FoR. iroshima. oe im. : before publication. 226), Merioneth. AUBREY BR 

in subst? Ny, nt: 7.30 p.m.; 67 Albert St. Gp.| LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg.| Whilst the policy of Peace News is not tof _CZBCHOSLOVAKIA, Portugal, Hungary, et chiviaker naw pacer stvdinrbass tt ght! 
‘uilt ; they | Wet PPO. Forder. PPU and others} tig Bush Rd. ‘ The Problem of Germany,"'| restrict. any concern or individual from| Turkey and 18 cinereus ne ened clock repairs, including those to valuable and 
yort on PF: RR es Aa Elsie Pracey. PPU. advertising in these columns, it must be noted} Holiday Friendship vice, alston Lane, | antique lacks: Inquiries swelcomeds tortuew, 
ake respon, HAWES be Teas: oes Nee Wed.-Sat., March 28-31 hae ae mao. nou aad ae aaa the views ponder, Ese HILLS: “The Briara,”"| Watches, etc.: articles sent on appro. 6 Ends- 
rad the dem”) Pry "lim, Wilfred Wellock. Public Mtz.| LONDON, E.3.1 10 a.m, Wednesday until | Of te Pinions of all our advertisers. Crich, Matlock, Vegetarian country guest| “gb St., London, W.C.1. (Tel.: EUSton $501), 
10 a.m. Saturday, Three-day fast in polidarity ACCOMMODATION house, for happy holidays in friendly atmos-| “BLIJAH COMING Before Christ," wonder- 
iat the crisilg WEPsong Sar eays, March 2 ceening| Chivers, 20" Cavcrstam Ra, NWS, —PYAG.| HOMELY. ACCOMMODATION and folly| Pes, rochure from Ronald and Marguerite) (hook fs. Meaiido Mision, “Dest, 13 
2ctive sens Paget am Hall), Asbley Rd. Refreshments and Thursday, April 5 CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton| _ FRINTON-ON-SEA. Gem of East Coast.| PEACE LIBRARY, US Committee Against 
Hit ; "Chi S ° D Peaceful and happy atmosphere. Bathing from] ngijjiarisation, requests f ‘ a 
1e. thine kstall. 7 p.m. Children of LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. | Pk., N.5. : iL A a » requ free copies of all cir 
F Nhtead a." Ailsa Duncan, $5 Culverhay.| p15 Bush Rd. The i] INEXPENSIVE bed/sit, required by youngish| Cbaming house, overlooking famous green-| cylars and publications issued by loca! branches 


‘oward, of # Uigyats Surrey (Ashtead 4016) Epsom and 


‘ Pacifism, The Individual and 


lif it Musyyeece Fellowship. thee Nowa society ig lan wixon. Pe WOLEASE HELD” Seer eureka eek cp 
Weider re fo, SWELL HILL 1 3.30 p.m.; Friends Mug. Friday, April 6 Grandmother, Mother and Baby, South Lon- 
t hard cot ke, Bring and Buy" sale. 4.30 pm.i|/ LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m; Friends| don or near, Thompson, 257 Peterborough 
to be crim! Labo” Cyprus. Adm. is., including | tmternational Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq.‘ The| Rd., Carshalton, Surrey, 

is lacking. . Ur Peace Fellowship. Cultural Basis of a Peaceful Society,’' Wilfred 


Wellock, Peace News Winter Lecture Series. 


EDUCATION 


Drpyy Sunday, March 25 SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
vility Meter BY 3 3 p.m.; Friends Mig. Ho., St. Tesporndence, visit), Ss. Dorothy Matthews, 
Suing S “Russia; behind several Iron BA, 32 Primrose Hil! Rd., London, -N.W.3. 
s for sociell C ; aS S. Horsley. SoF. Special postal offer PRIimrose 5686. 
‘ uesday, March 27 aoe = — 
8 sense “ass *on yy SHEEN ; ei Vernon Hall, Ver- to new readers FOR TSALESAND EW ANIED 
riled so i? Hea Talk by F. Tritton (SOF), PPU. WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and _per- 
factors wil Room NGHAM: (8.45 p.m.; The Vicarage sonal stationery needs? HOUSMANS 
the £ t pi Sen", Aston.“ Children of Hiroshima.” PEACE STATIONERY DEPT. can deal with them. 
\ the firs i x fim, PPU S Plain postcards, 29. 10d. per 100; white 
id ; NEWS e © Il envelopes 6 x 3} in., 218. per 1,000 box; 
ep which of ytron ednesday, March 28 manilla, 14s, 6d. per 1,000 box; white bank 
t made Pe Hey, COLDFIELD ¢ 7.30 p.m.; Central (US I3 weeks for $l) paper 10 x & in., 8s. 6d. per $00 sheets ; 
urse we thin, fwhall Sr, entrance. ‘* Children of newswrappers 10 x 5 in, 19s. per 1,000, 2s. 
their Oia, iWMiipeaiipe pees Please send PEACE NEWS for ip oe, Be ee og 
14s, 6d. per 1,000, Is. 8d. per 100. All post 
‘linquency “| ST to the name and address below. free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
ver weels £ 6d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace 
é far I enclose £ ba diaeBbad vesscoooae f[MEWS. Write = orey call.s ys HOUSMANS 
ronsibility wonnURDAYS AND SUNDAYS || 0 O8° Stee STATIONERY DEPT., 3 ‘Blackstock Rd., 
for the Pd Ieder |? Weekend Workcamps, cleaning London, N.4. 
tg sefating the homes of old-age pen- HOLIDAYS 
: SP.19 Pembridge Villas, W.11. BR , 
‘lowed it 3 typ, SUNDAY. AT OOK LINN Vegetarian Guest House, 
ble y hes Z PARK; 3 pin: Pacifit Youth Callander, Perthshire, you can spend a most 
he pro’ m.; 


n 
: ot Group, Every Sunday, PYAG-— 
mins NM cree LUESDAYS 
i) Neg, Corian AE D.m.; Holle al 
a t open-air mtg. ca. 
IS Ministers and others. MPF. 


F “» W, 
d not the metncorke the Martyr, Queen St. 


STANDARD RATES: Send for brochure—now booking for Spri 

more i ley, THURSDAYS HOME EDITION (G.B. and overseas) and Summer. Muriel Sewell (Mrs. CM. 

1 the fact gi ‘a Roe}STONE 1 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg, Ho.,|| 1 year 21s., 24 weeks 105,, 12 weeks Ss. 1] Choftin). Callander 103. rv ee 
ed outside ' oO eNDon §&:!0 and B11 Group PPU Or order from your newsagent. BERKSHIRE : CHARNBY MANOR, 


US, AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
1 year $4, 6 months $2, 


enjoyable holiday—walking, climbing, cycling 
or touring. Mountain scenery—iovely vicws 
from house and grounds. Comfortable 
amenities. Expert vegetarian catering, salads 
and fresh fruit daily. Special family terms. 


Charney Bassett, near Wantage. Quaker Guest 
House, Ideal for small conferences or restful 
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sward. Vegetarian, food retorm. Lilian and 
Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, Esplanade. Tel. 691. 

TITERINGHAM MILL, The Vegetarian 
Guest House. River bathing. Dinghies avail- 
able. Dogs and children welcome.  Friend- 
ship, fellowship and spiritual discovery. Derek 
Neville. Iueringham Mill, Nr, Aylsham, 
Norwich, Norfolk. Tel. Saxthorpe 206. 

KESWICK—Visit Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, for the holiday of your 
Choice. Good centre for restful or energetic 
holidays. Good food. Friendly atmosphere. 
Anne Horner. Phone 508. 

MODERN VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE. 
Children welcome. Alt comforts. Bed and 
Breakfast. Full Board. Terms daily. ‘‘ Bon 
Sante," 23 Pinecliffe Ave., Southbourne, 
Bournemouth. 

NORFOLK COAST. Quiet village near 
Broads. Excellent beach. Good food, comfort, 
H. & C. all bedrooms. Woodbine Guest 
House, Sea Palling. Tel.: 236. 

PEACEHAVEN, SUSSEX. Mr. and Mrs. 
J. R. Long. ‘“ Valley View,"" Roundhay 
Avenue, Vegetarian catering with home grown 
produce. Sun-lounge, lawns, sea and downs. 
Tel.: 2114, 

SWANAGE: Vegetarian 
overlooking sea and downs. 
comed. Brochure. ** Waveney,’* 
Tel. 2804 


Guest House, 
Children wel- 
Park Rd., 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY 
—vigorous, forthright and consistently against 
‘war—the ‘' Socialist Leader." Indispensable 
to members of the PPU who want up-to-date 
information of home and world politics. 
Threepence weekly. Obtainable from your 
newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.1, and 318 Regents Park Rd., Finchiey, 
London, N.3. 

ANNOUNCEMENT ; the new monthly illus- 
trated magazine ‘‘ British Soviet Friendship ” 
will appear on April 1. Sixteen pages 4d. 
(Ann, sub, 5s, 6d. p.f.) Send for specimen 
copy (Ijd. stamp) to BSF, 36 Spencer St., 
London, E.C.1, Contributors include Lard 
Chorley, Sir Beverley Baxter, MP, etc. 


. 


of peace committees of all shades of opinion : 
and, if requested, in exchange will send samples 
issued by numerous USA peace committees. 
Address : USCAM, 6327 S May, Chicago 21, 
TL, USA. 

WAR _ RESISTERS" International welcomes 
aifta of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mall covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield. 
Middlesex. 


WE INVITE ENQUIRIES about our work 


for international friendship. SAE details, 
““Caravan"’ (PN) 84 St, Thomas's Rd., 
London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a local 
office of the Ministry of Labour or a 


of the Notification of Vacancies Onder, 1982. 

PEACE NEWS EDITORIAL DEPART- 
MENT requires man or woman for full-time 
office duties. Shorthand-typing, filing, and 
handling of advertisements. This important 
post offers many opportunities for furthering 
the work of the international pacifist: move- 
ment. 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 
9 p.m, every Wednesday evening for the sale 
of books and stationery, and for voluntary help 
with the despatch of Peace News. Visitors 
welcomed. Jj Blackstock Rd. (above Fish and 
aaa Stationers), Finsbury Park (near station), 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 
HAMMERSMITH, W.6,  Freebold house 
for sale, £2,800, Newly redecorated. Eight 
oes bath, garden, gas check meters, Bax 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
MABEL RYLES Duplicating Sarvies, 395 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC. 1765). 
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Page Six 


Negroes to study Gandhi 


not post-prayer) talks by the protest leaders. 


These five prayers are for the success of the 
meeting, for strength of spirit to continue our 
protest non-violently, for strength of body to 
continue walking for freedom, for those who 
oppose us, and for a recognition of the goal 
that all men are brothers to live in peace and 
equality. 

Soon members of the Negro community will 
be wearing special buttons with the slogan: 
“Victory Without Violence.” 


At the prayer mectings themselves and from 
the pulpits, the leaders are echoing Gandhian 
philosophy and, on occasion, Gandhi’s own 
words. Some are studying the sage from 
Sevagram. 


They are conscious that their movement 
has been likened to Gandhism and they are 
determined to study Gandhi and to adopt 
some of his techniques, 


They are conscious, too, that other Negro 
communities—South and North—are watching 
their movement carefully, for this could spread 
and cover much of the South. 


MONTGOMERY AND GANDHI 


In several respects, however, the movement 
has not approached Gandhian proportions. 
For one thing, the strategy is not quite as open 
as it was in Gandhi’s own campaign. Also 
there is no obvious preparation to prevent the 
protest from becoming violent, should there 
be provocation. 


There is, for example, no leader yet strong 
enough to be able to turn the campaign off 
should violence threaten. And it is no secret 
in Montgomery that both sides are arming 
“for the future.” 


Gandhi, was a master of careful organisa- 
tion: in Montgomery the organisational 
machinery is only slowly being perfected. 
Gandhi edited his Indian Opinion, Young 
India, and Harijan—important mediums of 
communication ; perhaps none such is needed 
in a protest involving only a single city. _ 

There is one final difference, especially in 
contrast to the non-violent resistance cam- 
paigns in South Africa and Goa in our time. 
Here in Montgomery the campaign is com- 
pletely non-Communist and there are 
absolutely no Communists hovering about as 
I witnessed both in Johannesburg and on the 
borders of Goa. However, due to Southern 
circumstances, only one white person is in- 
volved in this protest, whereas in South Africa 
especially, a handful of whites of varying 
political hues were co-operating. 


AMERICAN GANDHIANS 
AMAZED 


What of American Gandhians? They are 
looking at this movement with amazement. 
CORE, the Committee of Racial Equality, 
was founded in 1941 in an effort to adapt 
Gandhism to the American race relations 
scene. It has had some important_ successes, 
chiefly in the North, but occasionally in 
border cities such as Baltimore, Washington, 
and St. Louis. P 
Once CORE made a foray into the South 
and contributed substantially to the lessening 
of segregation on interstate bus transportation. 
As hard as CORE tried, and lack of funds 
prevented it from trying very chard, CORE 
never made significant progress in the middle 
or deep South. And now arises this move- 
ment, spontaneously and with no relation to 
CORE, and yet increasingly going the 
Gandhian way! f 
American Gandhians have been following 
the movement in Montgomery with fascina- 
tion, but from afar. Ficld workers from the 
War Resisters League and the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation have gone to Montgomery to 
evaluate the situation, first-hand, and to report 
back to their organisations. | ; 
They have not tried in any way to interfere 
with the protest, let alone try to take it over. 
They found the leadership to be wise, alert, 
and adaptable and in no need of day-to-day 
consultation. In addition, southern United 
States as southern Africa is hypersensitive to 
outside interference—and probably rightly so— 
since the northern carpetbaggers to the South 
still have a job of work to do in race relations 
in most of their own northern communities. 


SUPPORT 


American Gandhians are, however, trying to 
interpret this movement to the whole nation. 
They are encouraging the nation-wide day of 
prayer on March 28 which is focusing on 
Alabama. They are raising modest sums of 
Money to help the protest movement in Mont- 
gomery. 

It-is fair to say that the Negro people 
themselves. in Montgomery are paying the 
considerable weekly expenses for the pool of 
some 200 gutomobiles—some $4,000 weekly 
—through collections at the prayer meetings. 
Ifthe drivers'fof) the autos were paid 

directly, they would be’ arrested-by city police 
for operating taxis without licenses! 

With a court case ahead involving a hundred 
persons, some $20,000 additional may be 


ROTHAY BANK 


GRASMERE 


WESTMOFRLAND 


Acomfortable vegetarian Guest House, 
for refreshing holidays, restful or 
energetic. Beautiful lake and mountain 
scenery. 
WRITE FOR BROCHURE 


SLAVES ARE STILL CAPTURED, 
BOUGHT AND SOLD, TODAY 
Come and hear new evidence of 
THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY 
at 


CAXTON HALL, S.W.1 
: Tuesday, March 27 


KENT ROOM, 
7.00 pm 
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needed for legal costs. At the moment, money 
is pouring in from all over America, from 
pacifists and non-pacifists alike. 

American and foreign Gandhians—and non- 
Gandhians—can help in terms of morale. 
There is a blanket of silence toward the protest 
from the white citizens of Alabama. 


It is reported that initially several whites sent 
signed letters to the newspapers supporting the 
moderate demands of the Negro community 
and thus their protest. As the protest con- 
tinued, however, the white voices—and letters 
---disappeared. 


Most whites apparently do not want even 
this lessening of segregation, although they ride 
vertically with Negroes without segregation in 
Montgomery’s elevators! 


Intimidated are those whites who are in 
favour of this slight lessening of segregation 
as demanded by the Negroes at this time. 
There is a pervasive totalitarianism gripping 
the South, even southern liberals, including 
those in Montgomery. 


SEND MESSAGES 


The inter-racial Alabama Council on Human 
Relations did make some sharp, friendly com- 
ments about the protest; but the only white 
individual who has openly aided the protest 
and helped raise funds and consistently used 
his automobile for the car pool is the Rev. 
Robert S. Graetz, a 27-year-old minister of an 
all-Negro Lutheran church in Montgomery. 

Thus it is important that the Negro people 
of Montgomery know that white people in 

America and abroad are—publicly—-on their 

side. Such communications can reach the 

Montgomery Improvement Association 

through Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at 309 

S. Jackson, Montgomery, Alabama. 


What will be the outcome? The protest has 
been a success in puttting economic pressure 
on the bus company. Traflic is down thirty 
per cent and they have had to increase their 
fares fifty per cent and all but eliminate 
Sunday bus services. 


WHAT LIES AHEAD 

It is estimated that they have lost $100,000 
already and less than one per cent of their 
passengers today are Negroecs—mostly the old 
and crippled. 

Whatever the outcome of the court trials 
of the 100 leaders, the protest is sure to benefit. 

If they are convicted, they will become 
martyrs and will go to jail willingly—after 
appealing their conviction. 

If they are set free by the court, they will 
be vindicated. 

Compromise is always possible, but the city 
fathers (who just renewed the franchise of the 
northern-owned bus company) are increasingly 
told by other white communities in the South 
to hold the line; for if they “let go” in 
Montgomery, it will be harder to hold the 
colour lines in Birmingham or Atlanta. 

After the protest is settled, one can only 
hope that with their new-found tool of non- 
violent resistance and with their new-found 
confidence and fearlessness, the Negroes of 
Montgomery will keep united to tackle the 
basic areas of segregation in their city. 


PEACE NEWS 


March 23, 1956 


faith. ... 


JN view of the agitation in some circles 

about the visit of Khrushchov and 
Bulganin to this country, it is interesting 
to recall that there was no suggestion at 
the time of the “summit” talks at 
Geneva, which had been clamoured for by 
all sections of the community, that the 
leaders of the Soviet Union were people 
unfit to speak with. 


On the contrary, Mr. Macmillan, riding on 
the crest of a wave and shouting out his 
optimistic prophecy that there would be no 
war, was, apparently, the delighted forerunner 
of the news that an invitation to Marshal 


Bulganin to visit this country had been 
accepted. 
* 
True, there have been some rather un- 


pleasant things said about the British Empire 
since then, but it can scarcely be argued that 
British newspapers, and politician's speeches, 


The story of Awad EI Joud 


have been exactly pleasing in their comments 
of the Sovict Union. There is, unfortunately, 
nothing at all new about the practice of revil- 
ing each other through every possible medium. 


If, as Mr. Muggeridge quite categorically 


Third Way Meeting 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


in Holland, America and Britain: to con- 
ferences of the International Third Way Move- 
ment in New York, Amsterdam and London. 
and to a conference of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national held in Paris in 1954, at which 
Fenner Brockway had contributed considerably 
to the development of Third Way thought. 

A distinguished French writer had said in 
regard to the two great blocs in the power 
struggle that it was not the things that divided 
them which should make us afraid, but the 
things they held in common. The Third Way 
movement recognised this fact; it stood not 
only for the rejection of the power struggle, 
but for the formulation of a new social 
philosophy. 

The second speaker, Tom Wardle, emphasised 
the mass neurosis, the sense of insccurity, 
apathy and meaninglessness which had afflicted 
a people forced to chose—as they believed— 
between two equally horrible alternatives, 
Communist domination and hydrogen bomb 
war. 

He believed that another chapter had been 
opened in human history, and that it was 
beginning with those nations and those peoples 
who had faced up to the dilemma of their 
time, and had said “No.” For to say “No” 
to madness was the beginning of sanity. 

The headquarters of the Britsh Third Way 
Movement is at 12 High St., London, N.W.1. 


SOLD INTO SLAVERY 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
‘HIS is the story of a man who was sold into slavery. His name is Awad El Joud. 
We believe this to be the first time his story has been published in English. 


He told the story of his life as a slave 
to M. La Graviere, a member of the Assembly 
of the French Union, in April 1954. 

M. La Graviere met him in Bammako, in 
the Niger Province of French West Africa, 
while he was investigating for the French 
Assembly, reports of slave trade between 
French West Africa and Arabia. 


Awad El Joud lived in Bammako. He was 
there employed as a domestic servant by a 
man named Mohamed Ali ag Attaker. In 
1949 his master decided to make a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, accompanied by his wife, three 
children, and six servants. 

The journey to Mecca lasted about a year. 
When they finally reached their destination, his 
master acquired a house and they remained 
there for a further year. 

In 1951 Mohamed Ail ag Attaker told Awad 
Et Joud that he was going to place him in 
the service of Prince Abdulla Faygal, the son 
of the Governor of Djeddah. 

He entered the house of Abdulla, where he 
found himself one of 40 slaves. He was the 
only French citizen among them. The others 
were from Arabia, Yemen or Eritrea. He 
was not usually ill-treated, but on one 
occasion when he tried to escape he was 
nearly beaten to death. 

Awad El Joud was sent to a market in May 
1953 to be sold. Various people examined him, 
but no one bought him. While at the market 
he asked to be allowed to go outside the door 
of the market to smoke. 


ESCAPE 


He escaped and went to the French Embassy 
in Djeddah where he told the French Ambas- 
sador that he was a French citizen, and had 
been taken to Mecca by his employer and 
sold into slavery. 

The Ambassador seemed sympathetic to his 
plight, but told him that he could do nothing 
for him. 

Awad El Joud then returned to the house 
of his master, Prince Abdullah Faygal, and 
asked to be forgiven for his attempt to escape. 
He was forgiven, and remained in the prince’s 
house until near the end of 1953. 

While the prince was in France, El] Joud 
was granted three days leave for a pilgrim- 
age to Mecca. He escaped aboard a ship 
and crossed to the Sudan in Africa, and 
finally made his way back to his home town, 
Bammaco, 

There he told the authorities how he had 
been sold by his first master but the French 


were never able to prosecute as he went to 
live. in Egypt and never returned to French 
territory. 

_ El Joud’s story received some official support 
in a letter written by the French Ambassador 
in Arabia to the Governor General of French 
West Africa in October 1953. 

The Ambassador wrote that Mohammed 
Ali ag Attaker had been to Mecca in 1951 and 
that while there he had sold five slaves in 
Arabia. The Ambassador did not give the 
names of the slaves. 

This is the story of one man as recorded 
by the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society in London. It could be repeated many 
times. (See Peace News, March 9.) 

Although slavery is very widespread in 
Arabia, some of the younger and more pro- 
gressive Arabs are very much ashamed of it, 
and it would be abolished if they had a deter- 
mining voice in the future of their country. 


programme. My name and address is: 
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And then this 


says in his article, there is simply no redeem 
feature at all in the whole regime behin 

Iron Curtain, let alone in the character 
any time, of any of their leaders, thet 
only would it seem extraordinary to sit d 
even at a conference table, let alone a di 
table with them, but would seem to make © 
coer: an untenable, if not an intolers 
1dea. i 


If we cannot have any normal contact we 
the Soviet Union because their pitch is! 
black and their mud too filthy ; if Mr. Mat 
geridge’s description of the Kremlin's ®) 
haviour, from broken treaties to oppréS") 
and persecution of the most appalling kin 
true, then it is surely pertinent to ask how! 
was that the large majority of people of 
country, including a National and represem| 
tive Government were willing to welcome 
embrace Russia as an ally in 1941? 

_ it seems to have been forgotten that net 
ings took place with the alleged arch-oppre™ 
Stalin, on more than one occasion, and ¥ 
newspapers and politicians continually prt 
not only the Red Army for their courage ® 
tenacity, but the Russian people for thé 
“scorched earth” policy, almost to the pat | 
of adulation. a 
_No one heard anything then about touch! 
pitch, or the persecution of the Chri ) 
religion. Whether or not Russian leaders ™! 
their regime are as bad as is painted by som 
writers Is not to the point; the point is ™ 
we were willing to counterfeit friendship ¥% 
this same regime and its representatives ¥ 
of use to us, 

x 


No doubt Mr. Muggeridge, and those ve 
think like him, will reply that “all is faif y 
war,” and that the military expedienci¢eS |) 
war demanded that we use any means 28 
end to the defeat of Hitler's Germany. 

Translated into plain and unequivocal tert 
this means that because there was a war th! 
could be no reason why we should nok! 
necessary to our end, shake hands and @ 
brace the devil himself. 

In fact this “nominally Christian countf 
was willing to fight alongside the 

eminent and experienced persecutors of § 
Christian faith.” If what Mr. Muggeridge & 
of them is true, there could be no gre 
betrayal since the kiss of Judas. 

If ever there was an indictment against # 
out of the mouths of those who believe if” 
this is it. It is not only for its violenct,;,| 
inhumanity, its wholesale destructiveness ie 
war should be totally rejected, but fo * 
utterly immoral and dishonest expedienci® 

Neither in a “cold” nor a “hot” wat @ 
there be honesty and truth, and the “stt# 
arm _ can never be the shield of peace: "| 
the Founder of the Christian Church " 
willing to sit down with “ publicans and st| 
ners’; we, who are not without sin oursel'” 
would do well to have the courage and LS 
humility to follow that example. 


A Statement on South Africa 


and Questions. 


CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER 
MONDAY 23rd APRIL 
7.30 Buffet 


Tickets now from Christian Actio™ 
2, Amen Ct, E.C.4 (CIT 6869) or from 
iThe Africa Bureau, 30 Old Queen # 


STILL TIME to book one of 


these immensely popular holidays! _ 


FOR families or lone individuals; Pathfinder House Parties and Tours 
have just that difference that makes a good holiday unforgettable. _ 
“The fellowship has to be experienced to be truly_believed?’~~._, ““ On€ 
of the happiest holidays of my life.” . . 
talking about it.” So run typical letters of appreciation. 


The House Parties. On lovely estates at Ambleside (Lake District) ; Shanklin 
(the sunshine record resort); St. Anthony (Comwall). 5} 
children and for ministers and their wives. Also Bangor and Pitlochry (Perthshire). 
Acres of grounds. Full range of activities, but no regimentation. 

The Tours, From 12} gns. to : Snowdonia and Anglesey ; Highlands and Western 
Isles (including Iona) ; Holland ; Paris ; Cannes ; Rome; Venice ; Austria ; Switze!- 
land. Experienced leadership and high standards of comfort. 


For 21 years this non-profit Christian organisation has been providing the 

kind of holidays that live in one’s memory. To get the illustrated 1956 

programme you need not write a letter. Just send a 2}d. stamp attached by 

one corner to the coupon below. But do it now, or the holiday you want 
may be fully booked ! 


To Pathfinder Holldays, 77 Carter Lane, London, E.C.4. I enclose 2}d. stamp for your 1956 


Sa 2/6 res, I/- unre 


. “Sarah has never stopped 


gns., reductions for 


SYBIL MORRISON 


OUR GUESTS 


Posterity will surely marvel that the Government of what is still nominally @ 
Christian country should of its own volition have seen fit to welcome two (Khrush- 
chov and Bulganin) such eminent and experienced persecutors of the Christian 
They are the leaders of a world-wide conspiracy directed towards, as Sif 
Anthony Eden has said: “ subverting throughout the length and breadth of the world 
our position, weakening our resolution and destroying our faith.” 
sume Sir Anthony asks them over to be his guests. 

—Malcolm Muggeridge, Daily Telegraph, March 19, 1956. 
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